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LUXURY IN  
THE LAKES

Words by Laura Bartlett
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Imagine renting your 
own lake house in the 
heart of the Lake District, 
with views that stretch 
to infinity and a place so 
remote that you feel like 
you’re a million miles 
away. A place where there 
is no signal to use your 
phone but you’ll definitely 
get a better connection. 
Well, imagine no more as, 
thanks to Unique Home 
Stays, that can be a reality. 
Our Editor-in-Chief Laura 
Bartlett recently rented 
the Aquila Lake House 
property that Unique 
Home Stays represents, 
for a long weekend…
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A couple of years ago I spent 
several days in Algon-
quin Park in the heart of 
Ontario. A place that cuts 
you off from the world, 

reconnects you with nature and 
boasts forests, rivers and lakes, 
unlike anywhere else in the 
world. You can see moose and 
bears if you’re lucky (or unlucky) 
and at night the non polluted air 
is so clear that you can see the 
Milky Way. I never thought I 
would find a place that remind-
ed me of this in the UK, and 
then I found Aquila Lake House. 
With so many comparisons be-
tween Ontario, I was back in my 
happy place. 

The property is located right 
in the heart of Haweswater, an 
area made famous back in the 
1930s by the damming of the 
lake to form a reservoir for the 
City of Manchester. It’s a mod-
ernist lake house within the 
tarns and fells of the Mardale 
Valley near Brampton. With 
three bedrooms big enough 
to swing a few cats in, it’s the 

perfect getaway for family or 
groups of friends. Think smoked 
oak floors, unique art , bespoke 
furniture and a ‘soho loft’ edge.

The owners have thought of 
everything, so that means you 
won’t need to take a thing with 
you. The kitchen is kitted out 
with everything you need to 
cook a meal and they even had a 
spice tray filled with seasonings. 
We spent our first night laugh-
ing around the table, eating an 
Indian feast that we had picked 
up en route and playing Cards 
Against Humanity - trust us to 
lower the tone. 

There is something magical 
about the lake house that, once 
inside, you don’t even care that 
you have no phone signal. Yes, 
there’s WiFi that works perfect-
ly, but we decided to pretend 
that there wasn’t and instead 
spent the weekend talking with-
out the interruption of endless 
notifications.  

Waking up on the first morn-
ing at Aquila was a dream, I was 
awake before the rest of the tribe 

“There is 
something 

magical about 
the lake house 

that, once 
inside, you don’t 

even care that 
you have no 

phone signal.”
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so I got to see the sun rise from 
the outdoor sundeck. Magical 
would be an understatement 
and I witnessed peace in those 
early hours like never before. 
The weather wasn’t great, but 
the low hanging clouds added 
atmosphere to the views. It’s 
definitely a place that I would 
love to return to in summer, and 
can imagine whiling away hours 
giggling on the decking and en-
joying a BBQ. 

On our second evening we 
decided to venture out for some 
fine fayre at the Haweswater 
Hotel, the only offering within 
walking distance. The food is ex-
cellent and the staff there are re-
ally fun, we spent hours drink-
ing wines from the extensive 
menu and eating homely grub 
before we made the short walk 
back to our abode for the night. 

Our Sunday morning was 
filled with a stroll where we fol-
lowed glittery, frosted walking 
paths and found dramatic lookout 
spots that were uninterrupted. 

The history at Aquila is inter-

esting as the ground floor used 
to be a workshop and storage 
for large vehicles, this explains 
the super high ceilings. The in-
dustrial elements of the building 
have been retained and you will 
notice, when you arrive at the 
property from the road, the orig-
inal industrial doors have been 
incorporated in to the theme. The 
star of the show, which you can 
see from the multiple large win-
dows throughout the open plan 
living area, is the view. It would 
never get tiresome. The entire 
floor is laid with red parquet and 
I later found out that it was re-
claimed from a hospital, eerie yet 
interesting. They also showcase 
original pieces of art by local art-
ists and haven’t scrimped when it 
comes to the finishing touches in 
the property.

After a few days, we all felt to-
tally revitalised, we had bonded 
in a location so memorable and 
created memories that will stay 
with us for the rest of our lives. 
Aquila Lake House is a place that 
will capture the heart of every-

one, whether you’re looking for 
a place to inspire your next novel 
or you want a romantic getaway, 
this is the place for you.

Specialising in exclusive 
private holiday homes in the 
UK that simply can’t be found 
elsewhere, Unique Home Stays 
holds the key to beautiful pri-
vate homes which are truly 
unique and breath-taking, in-
spiring discerning guests every 
step of the way.

www.uniquehomestays.com
+44 (0) 1637 881183.
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